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i everyone. As you all know, I’ve been
rather late in getting this issue out (to say
the least). I can’t really offer any credible
excuses. It’s just that my non-hardbat life took
over for quite a while. Of course, this is no
consolation for those of you who have paid
your $16 for 4 issues/year, and thus expect...
well... 4 issues this year. I still feel that we can
offer you a lot in terms of content when we do
produce an issue (and I feel that this issue is a
fine example), and would like to continue
doing so without having to promise to produce
X issues/year. Thus, we have decided to lose
this fee business, and produce the magazine on
the web. Since we think that most of you are
web-savvy, this should be to your liking. All of
the costs incurred during production have
always been related to printing. If we don’t
have to print, then we don’t have to charge.
Plus, YOU can always print the thing out if you
want to, once it has been downloaded. To
those of you who are not webbed up, I will still
be happy to send you a copy (let me know by
phone or postal mail), but for those who are,
please send me an email so I know what your
email address is:
benedict5@llnl.gov (my email)

We will send you an email when a new
issue comes out that will include the web
address where it can be found. As to the
$16 you paid, we have decided to refund
that. You should all be receiving checks in
the mail, if you haven’t already. This will be
the final mass-printed issue.
Speaking of this issue, we have decided to
devote the lion’s share of the content to Lily
Yip’s victory at the US Open this past July.
As most of you probably know, the nation
now has its very first female HB Champion.
This is all the more noteworthy since, up to
this point, the woman was suffering from a
severe case of “always the bridesmaid,
never the bride” syndrome. This is the
SEVENTH time Lily Yip has appeared in a
National HB Final, and in this one, she
finally did more than catch the bouquet, so
to speak. Apropos of this, we include (along
with the usual tournament write-up) an
interview with the man who coached her
during the final — Sol Schiff, and an indepth look at the greatest female hardbatter of all time — Angelica Rozeanu. Enjoy!
Lorin Benedict

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

HardBat on the Web
Apart from the main web sites that cover table tennis, there are a few web sites
that concentrate on hardbat. Many of you will be familiar with the grandaddy of
them all,
http://www.hardbat.com with official information, run by Scott Gordon.
A second, active and growing web site is at
http://www.hardbat.org, run by Al Papp.
Then there is the Newsletter web site at
http://home.att.net/~hbnl, run by Hermann Luechinger.
This site will move to Al’s site in the future.
The most up-to-date and active web presence is at Al’s discussion group at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hardbat.
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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2001 US Open HardBat Championships:
By Lorin Benedict
Photos by John Oros (©2001)

A

fter eight tries in major national hardbat
events, including seven trips to the finals,
former Chinese table tennis professional Lily
Yip has finally taken first place. Her road to the
final was not easy, but before we discuss it,
let’s take a brief trip down recent-memory
lane to see how arduous was this penholder’s
journey through the wilds of hardbat-dom.
Her first entry into a national HB event was
the 1998 Nationals in Vegas, where she
defeated former many-time HB champ Dean
Doyle in the semis, and then lost to Ty Hoff 30 in the final. Six months later in the 1999 US
Open, she met Ty in the finals again. Many in
attendance thought that she had underestimated Hoff the first time around and would
certainly best him now. Not so. Ty won again,
this time in a monumental 5-game struggle.
Late in November of the same year, she lost
badly to fellow-penholder Xin Peng in the
finals of the North American HB Championships. Shortly afterwards, in the 1999 Nationals, she received her first defeat ever before
the finals; Brian Masters delivered that blow. In
the 2000 US Open, she lost again in the finals
to Ty. In the 2000 North American’s, she lost
in the final to fellow tri-stater Alexis Perez. In
the final of the 2000 Nationals, she lost to
another New Yorker, chopper Steve Berger. So
up to this point, it was clear that she was one
of the best HB players around. No one else
has made it to this many HB finals in recent
years. But would she ever actually win one?!?
We will detail her road to victory below, but
first we report on the results of the two other
HB events at the 2000 US Open, in the order
in which they were completed.
HB Doubles: Sadly, there were only 4
teams that entered this event (well, actually a
fifth entered, but one of the two players was
not in attendance). The teams were the
perennial winners Hoff/Hodges, secondseeded Tahl Leibovitz/Steve Berger, Tim
Boggan/Lorin Benedict, and Ohio Hocksters
Don Varian/Berndt Mann. Hoff/Hodges beat

Lily Yip — Finally!!!
Boggan/Benedict (17,15), and Leibovitz/Berger
downed Varian/Mann (17,13). No surprises
there. The final, however, was a barn-burner!
Hodges and Hoff won the first game 21-19.
Larry’s ferocious forehand was the main
point-winner for the victors, though the New
Yorkers got their digs in with Steve’s deceptive retrieves and Tahl’s amazing backhand
attack. The second game went to Leibovitz/
Berger, 21-17. The final was a neck-and-neck
struggle featuring long points peppered with
blistering attacks that finally went to defending
champs Hoff and Hodges, 21-19.
U-2000 HB: This event was also a little
light on entries
this year (15 in
all, 14 of whom
showed up).
There were
some notable
players missing,
such as Tim
Boggan (whose
USATT rating
had recently
jumped over
2000 again,
making him
ineligible), 2000
Nationals ULarry Hodges
2000 HB
Champ Scott Gordon, Homer Brown (who
chose to play only in the Open HB event), and
Don Varian, who made an error when filling
out his entry form (or so he says!). The top
seed (determined by UHRL ratings) was
Simon Jacobson, an ex-New Yorker now living
in southern Florida, who has won most or all
of the HB events in that state over the past
couple of years. Second seed was the formidable Houshang Bozorgzadeh, who in his prime
downed world-class sponge players with his
hardbat. There were four round-robin groups
with one advancing out of each. Simon
Jacobsen defeated Bruce Liu, Berndt Mann,

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

3

Lily Yip

Ty Hoff

Lorin Benedict

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

Simon Jacobson

Steve Berger

Freddie Gabriel

and Mar Makay to win his group. Houshang
Bozorgzadeh won over the tough-as-nails
Scott Kressner (-19,19,15), Dale Bacon, and
John Grinnell. Allen McDermott beat Dana
Hanson, and Jeffrey Kellett (Harry Deschamps
was not in attendance). Lorin Benedict bested
Spin-Tech owner Michael Lalvani, and Robert
Johnson. In the first semi, steady retriever
Simon Jacobson beat blocker/counter-spanker
Allen McDermott (12,-9,23), AFTER BEING
DOWN 20-15 IN THE THIRD! In the second
semi, two-winged attacker Lorin Benedict
(yes, that’s me, folks) beat close-to-the-table
human wall Bozorgzadeh (18,-17,13). The final
was a tense, exciting battle (with a surprisingly
large number of spectators), which was won in
two close games by yours truly (17,22).
HB Open: The Open event had 34 entrants, though it should be
mentioned at the start that
one of the most notable
among them, Xin Peng, did
not show up at the tournament. Also, Brian Masters
chose not to play. Nevertheless, the field certainly included
a star-studded cast of hardbatters, all vying for the top spot.
There were 9 round-robin
groups. No significant upsets
occurred. In brief, Hodges won over Wally
Green and Don Varian. John Jarema (assuming
Masters’ spot) won over Norman Bass. Steve
Berger prevailed over Avishy Schmidt and
Allen McDermott. Derek May beat Homer
Brown and Lorin Benedict. Freddie Gabriel
(originally slated to play Xin Peng) beat Tim
Boggan and Sam Ignazzitto. Alex Perez won
over Nick Mintsiveris, Pete May, and Jim
Beckford. Lily Yip beat Keith Evans, Maximo
Vasquez, and Hermann Luechinger. Ty Hoff
defeated Barry Dattel, Russell Hamilton, and
Berndt Mann. The only upset among top
seeds, though not really a major one, was Rudy
Miranda over Tahl Leibovitz. Rudy also beat
Rafael Flores to take that group.
There was only one match after the roundrobins, but before the quarterfinals: Derek

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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May vs. Larry Hodges. All the rest of the
competitors were given byes. One might think
that Derek, super-high level chopper/retriever
would have a better than even chance of
beating the former HB Champion, given his
recent successes (he made the finals of the HB
Open at the 1999 Nationals, losing to Hoff).
But in fact, there is just one word to describe
this match... decimation. Larry, with his
experience playing choppers and his devastating forehand smash, went through the Augustan like water, (12,16). The first quarterfinal
was between Alex Perez and John Jarema. This
was a pretty uneven match that went to Perez
(10,11,10).
The second quarterfinal featured many-time
HB champ Ty Hoff against Rudy Miranda. Rudy,
an up-and-comer on the HB scene, had already
given Ty all he could handle in previous encounters (though Ty had prevailed), and had
downed the great Marty Reisman (notably
absent at this tournament) six moths prior at
the 2000 Nationals. True to form, the southern
Californian gave Ty a heck of a time once more.
His close-to-the-table two-winged attacking
game threw Ty off quite a bit at first as he took
the first two games 22-20, 21-15. But again
true to form, the man who personifies mental
toughness and focus walked the long road to a
comeback and won the last three games 21-14,
21-19, 21-10. Many spectators thought that
this had been the best match of the tournament thus far.
The third quarter was between 2000 US
National HB Champion Steve Berger, and
California youth Freddie Gabriel. This was a
rematch of sorts... Steve had defeated Freddie
in the quarterfinals of the 1999 National HB
event. In that match, Freddie was simply
unable to HB-loop and smash the ball past
Steve, due mostly to Steve’s change of spin and
rock-solid steadiness. But this was another
story. Gabriel chose a push-one/roll-one
strategy that had Berger moving back and
forth. At times, Freddie baited his opponent by
dropping the ball fairly high. When Steve came
in to hit, Freddie, rock- solid in his own
defense, would pass him with a counter.

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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Though not in top form this tournament, Steve
put up a good fight and lost at (16,13,17). All
eyes were now on Freddie to see how far he
could go this time.
The fourth quarter was between Lily Yip and
Larry Hodges. In the first game, Larry prevailed
by forehand smashing (and rarely missing)
while Lily used her penhold block and hit to
out-position him whenever possible. Game one
to Larry, 22-20. In game two, Larry became
considerably less consistent, resulting in a Lily
Yip rout, 21-8. The third and fourth games
were both very tense, with Larry’s hit continuing to unnerve Lily, but Lily was the tougher of
the two, as she won them 21-16, and 21-14.
Again, Larry was out of a national-level HB
event (the last time he made the finals was in
1997 against Reisman), but in the opinion of
this reporter, this was his strongest showing in
recent times. The match was certainly closer
than the (-22,8,16,14) scores would imply.
The first semifinal pitted defending US Open
HB Champ Ty Hoff against Alexis Perez. This
too was a rematch, for they had played (with
Ty winning deuce- in-the-fifth) in the semifinal
the previous year. This time it was all Alex. He
controlled Ty in every way and won at (14,18,
9), giving Hoff his first exit from a US Open HB
event since his 1998 loss to John Tannehill.
The second semifinal featured Lily Yip against
Freddie Gabriel. Freddie seemed pretty
confident going into the match, saying that he
was just glad to get by Steve so that he could
play an attacker for a change. However, as the
match progressed, it became increasingly clear
to those watching that he was not going to win
this match. A consistent pattern formed:
Freddie would roll against Lily’s block until he

had a chance to hit; but Lily’s blocks were so
well-angled that he had a very difficult time
keeping up with the pace. Any loose ball from
him, and wham! Points were long, play was
exciting, but she repeatedly wore him down
to win at (19,15,18). After the match, Freddie
was heard saying that he had never seen her
play so well, a sentiment with which we all
agreed.
The final was now set, and spectators-aplenty milled around the exterior of the court.
Die-hards set up their video cameras to
record the event. This battle would yet again
be a rematch... Lily and Alex had played in the
final of the 2000 North American HB Championships in Baltimore. There, Perez was a fourgame victor. This led many to make the
prediction that Alex would win again, particularly after having seen the ease with which he
dispatched Ty Hoff in the previous round. But
guess what? This match ended up looking
almost like a carbon copy of Yip’s match with
Gabriel, with one exception: Yip was EVEN
MORE DOMINANT! She won surprisingly
quickly, (11,15,18). So quickly, that many in
the audience hardly had the time to contemplate what was happening: the first-ever
female hardbat champion was being crowned;
the same female that had played the role of
bridesmaid in SIX previous attempts in
national-level HB finals. Reflecting on her path
to victory, we see that she only dropped one
game in this event, to Larry
Hodges. An impressive feat
indeed. Lily Yip... CONGRATULATIONS!!! You
finally went home the bride.

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

5

Lily Yip
2001 US OPEN
Hardbat Champion

All’s
well
that
ends
well
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THE DISCERNING MR. SOL SCHIFF
Interview by Ed Ball at the US Open on 7 July 2001

Often, when current US
Open HB Champ Lily Yip is
between games in a grueling
final (and as we’ve said, she’s
been in many of them), she
turns to her elite player
husband and HB aficionado
Barry Dattel for advice. In this
final against Alex Perez, she
was coached by a rather more
worldly gentleman, the
legendary Sol Schiff. Not a bad
choice, since he is a former
two-time US Men’s Singles
champ (1934 and 1936),
World Doubles champ (1938,
with Jimmy McClure), and was
a member of the great 1937
US Men’s Team, the only one
ever to win the Team Championship at the Worlds. Shortly
after the US Open HB final,
Sol Schiff was interviewed by
the inimitable Ed Ball, HB
journalist, president of
Hardbat International, and
vice president of the Santa
Monica College Holistic Yoga
Club. We present this
enlightening piece to you now.
Lorin Benedict

Mr. Schiff is very sharp and robust, that is, he
exhibits strength and vigorous health. This
interview was taped and took place after the
Hardbat Finals. Because of the ambient noise,
some of Mr. Schiff’s words were not clear.
EB: Did you play at the Highland Club (CA)?
SS: No, I came from New York... Erwin Klein...
he and I were compared to each other. He was
left-handed and I was left-handed. He was
redheaded and I was redheaded... Erwin and I
played similar games. The last time that I
played him was 1979 in California—I was
lucky to beat him.
You won singles four times. (He said that he
also won many doubles matches, but I rudely
said that I wasn’t interested in that. I was really
abrupt with him on the
tape. I’m contrite Mr.
Schiff! I’m learning.)
I don’t really look at
winning singles. I enjoyed
playing table tennis.
(Interrupted by woperson.
Woperson takes picture
of Mr. Schiff and me. “No
problem,” he said to me
when I asked for a picture
with him.)
Do you have an e-mail
Bobby Gusikoff
address?
No I am an old fashion guy. (Gives me his
postal address)... Let me tell you about Bob
[Gusikoff]. I don’t want to talk in the past
tense. Maybe in the present tense. I won the
World’s doubles championship with Jimmy
McClure. I’ve played doubles with players like
Jimmy McClure, with Miles, with Reisman, and
I played doubles with Bob. We won the
Nationals twice. And to me, Bobby is the best
doubles player I have ever played with, and I
have played with the best. If I had to take one
player to play doubles with... and we were
both in the finals... it would be Bobby Gusikoff.
You are sharp as a tack.

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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Yes, I think I got sharper as I got older... I will
be out in Las Vegas in December. (I told Mr.
Schiff that Mr. Scott Gordon wanted to get in
touch with him. “Scott, I’ll see you in Las
Vegas in December,” he said)
What is your educational background?
I dropped out of high school one month
before I was to graduate.
Why?
Because I was making money.
What was your business?
I was an entertainer.
An entertainer. What did you do?
I played table tennis exhibitions. Playing in
nightclubs and theaters... Hotels.
Did you make good money?
If I had a regular job as a seventeen-year-old kid at that time, I
would be lucky to make $10 a
week. I was making twenty times
that much playing table tennis.
More than that. I was making a
couple hundred dollars a week
playing clubs and everything like
that. Which was darn good money
at that time.
What were your interests
intellectually?
Intellectually... I loved to travel.
Learn everything about the local
places where I traveled... Meet
people. Learn things. I was always interested
in history, geography...
Languages?
Languages not particularly. My parents spoke
several languages. I believed because I lived in
the United States that I should learn English.
I wasn’t interested in any other language. Oh!
I’m sorry. I did take up German for four years
in school. I spoke that well.
How about Mr. Dick Miles. What is his
educational background? I heard he carried
around Ulysses.
I think he was a high school grad. But the
thing was that he was also always interested

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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anything. It stinks. In the old days I can say
that it was better. A tournament like this
should be run like this until they get to a
certain amount of players left over — say the
last 64 or 32 or whatever is decided. Then run
the tournament where there are 4 or 5 tables
instead of 200 tables. This is the worst thing
for table tennis.
Bob (Gusikoff) said the same thing. He would
create a boxer-type arena.
Yes, of course. When I won the World’s
championship in doubles it was in Wembley
Stadium and it was in the ice-skating area
with a wood floor covering with the light

“

The way the sport is
presented now is terrible.
Look, anything good
about it? (Mr. Schiff
points to table where
Mrs. Yip and Mr. Perez
played—the match was
played on a concrete
floor, the lighting is
horrible)...

”

Photo © 2000 Don Varioan

in learning a lot of other things. He was always
interested in books and everything. And
meeting people who were interesting. He was
all right.
How about Mr. Reisman? Was he a high school
dropout too?
I couldn’t say. The thing is, you learn much
more away from school and traveling than what
you will ever learn in school. . . At the time I
was young, education was not too important at
that time.
Where you into Communism or anything like
that?
Hell no! I hate every Communist that ever
lived.
But it was popular back then according to Ring
Lardner.
Ring Lardner was only a writer.
I’m talking about Ring Lardner Jr. the famous
screenwriter. I’m reading his most recent book.
He was one of the greatest screenwriters.
Did he write the biography himself?
Yes. I think it was an autobiography.
I like absolutely nothing about communism.
I’m apolitical... If you were God would you be
interested in bringing back the Hardbat game?
No.
Do you think that the racket should be regulated? Do you think the modern game is enjoyable
to play and watch?
I would regulate the racket just so that it
doesn’t get out of hand. That the racket will
not control the whole game. No...but it seems
to be pretty good right now.
You think the modern game is good?
I think that it is fabulous... I’ve seen rallies in
table tennis today that we could never have
accomplished playing with hard rubber... Lily
Yip won this match. The match was terrific. It
was very good. But the way they play now is
entirely different from the way we played in the
old days. It’s faster and there is more spin. Of
course the racket helps. But it’s a different
sport... The way the sport is presented now is
terrible. Look, anything good about it? (Mr.
Schiff points to table where Mrs. Yip and Mr.
Perez played—the match was played on a
concrete floor, the lighting is horrible)... All
these tables. Lights that don’t focus on

Bob Green

Sol Schiff

Cheng Yinghua Attila Malek Jimmy McClure

shining down on one table in a place with
20,000 people. That’s table tennis! Not this.
The players are better now than we ever were
but it has to be presented better.
I think that the loop has not been developed
in Hardbat.
I think that the loop is a terrible stroke. But a
very effective stroke. The loop by itself does
not look like anything. With hard rubber you
have longer strokes. Strokes that look like
tennis. But the action and the physical ability
of the players are much better than we ever
had.

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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“

I think that
the loop
is a terrible stroke.
But a very
effective stroke.

”

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

Marina Marriott Hotel,
Fort Lauderdale, FL
July 6, 2001
Present:
John Grinnell (Vice Chairman), Tim Boggan (Secretary), Ty Hoff (Finance),
Berndt Mann (Committee
Member), Ed Ball, Lorin
Benedict, Steve Berger,
Norm Chouinard, Dexter
Grey, Neil Grey, James
Lawrence, Hermann Luechinger, Bruce Liu, and Don
Varian.
Not Present:
Scott Gordon (Chairman),
Marty Reisman (Player Rep),
Lily Yip (Player Rep), and
John Starr (Committee
Member).
Scott Gordon, our conscientious Chairman, offered
apologies for being unable to
attend, but in his absence
Vice Chairman John Grinnell,
working from a detailed
Agenda—the contents of
which reflected the contributions of several people,
including Committee
Member Starr—ran a very
smooth, let’s-keep-to-thepoint Meeting.

John Grinnell

MINUTES OF THE CLASSIC (HARDBAT)
TABLE TENNIS COMMITTEE MEETING

I

n the beginning, while we were deciding if
we had a quorum (Starr had given his proxy
to Grinnell), Treasurer Hoff reported that we
had about $700 in our Treasury, or did have,
for Ty, who conducted a Hardbat Clinic the
evening of July 4th with the hope of raising a
few bucks for our Organization, spent $88 on
a short but informative Newsletter he repeatedly circulated about the Convention Center,
and John Grinnell spent $150 on a private
showing at this Meeting of Scott Gordon’s
newly put-together historic tape. Recuperative
refreshments for those seated round the table
were gratis—thanks to Ed Ball and his sodasponsor Chris Reed. Later, from attendees at
the Meeting, Ed would collect $265 in contributions to Bobby Gusikoff. Still later, a very
welcome surprise: hardbat enthusiasts Dexter
Grey and his brother Neil would generously
donate $400 to our Hardbat cause—a gesture
much appreciated.

Items:

1

A significant Amendment to the HardBat
Rules we’re urging the USATT to officially
ratify for “USATT/UHRL-rated events” was
agreed upon. See under “1.2.1 RUBBER.”
Rather than just tentatively strongly encouraging, we’re now insisting, that “whenever both
surfaces do not conform to the present
general red/black rule, that both sides of the
racket be covered in rubber which is identical
in every respect.” Our purpose with this
Amendment of course is to persuade USATT
officials to allow Hardbat players to play in
Open events without the currently needed
red/black racket... In a clarifying addition, we
say that rubber sheets “must meet all the
requirements described in Characteristics of
Approved Playing Surfaces”, the heading we’re
now giving to pip specifications that end this
section... Also, in 1.2.1, changes in wording
have been made in the two color passages
(“sides,” for example, being replaced by
“playing surfaces”)... Hardbat “2. RULES” and

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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“2.1 SERVICE” now read so as to conform
with USATT service rules. Attendees later
indicated they favored the upcoming new ITTF
Service Rule.

2

Earlier there’d been desultory talk about
formalizing our organization, and, after
tabling the topic of Hardbat Coaching, we
returned to a discussion of whether we should
think of ourselves as the USATT Hardbat
Committee, or the Classic Hardbat Association, or, what suddenly seemed best, a USATT
Affiliate Club—potentially the largest in the
country. This would enable us, providing we
gave the requisite 15% of the take to the
USATT, to run our own tournaments. Everyone seemed to like the idea, so we agreed to
affiliate at a cost of $30, and agreed to keep
the same four Officers we have now: Gordon,
Grinnell, Boggan, and Hoff.

3

We decided not to restrict ourselves to
any one choice of rubber. As Ty pointed
out, we don’t want to upset any manufacturer.

4

Don Varian, however, did propose that we
try to get scientific data on the characteristics of various rubbers with the aim of deciding
whether we should be restrictive in our
choices. Someone pointed out that Jeff Louie’s
Hard Rubber study should be looked at.

5

We felt that we should resist the new 11point games. As one of us said, “Our play
to 21 is already fun to watch.” A suggestion
that we revert to the 38mm ball was tabled.

6

Naturally we want an increase in the
number of Hardbat participants at tournaments. New events are needed—an U-1800;
an U-1500; even, it was suggested, a Handicap
event. Perhaps an International Match with
Canada, or Latin America, could be arranged
and promoted? The USATT has always been
weak on promoting its showcase tourna-

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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ments—pressure should be put on them to
do better. Pro Tour, or no Pro Tour, our U.S.
Open finalists should be given the red-carpet
treatment—spectators love these matches.

7

We’ve had some very interesting
Newsletters, so let’s hope that Editor
Lorin Benedict and Newsletter Web Page and
Publisher Hermann Luechinger can keep
getting the word out. $16 a year for four
mailed issues seems about right, does it? But
everything in these issues ought to be put on

the Internet for free? Certainly we need to
have an Internet presence.

8

Future projects should include our own
National Hardbat Championships. Like at
the World Championships, we should have
separate Individual Singles and Doubles
competition; and Team competition. Such
stand- alone events need our support...our
promotion.
Minutes respectfully submitted by
Secretary Tim Boggan

Tim Boggan

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

New HardBat Events at Nationals in Las Vegas
This December there will be two additional
hardbat events at the Nationals: A Senior
(over 40) and a U 1500 event. This created a
perfect opportunity to get more players
interested in the hardbat game. Grasping this
opportunity, the HB powers that be decided
to mail a flyer to all USATT seniors over 50
and all player with a USATT rating under 1500
to make them aware of these events. Larry
Hodges volunteered to design the flyer (see it
at the web address below). To induce more
players to chose the hardbat events over the
simultaneous sponge events, Don Varian (of
Hock Table Tennis) is offering a free Hock Tee
shirt to each HB participant, and Don and
Scott Gordon are offering loaner hardbat
paddles. In addition to trophies for the
winners, some historic table tennis equipment,
donated by Thomas Huff will also be awarded.
The Bay Area HB enthusiasts used their
Second HardBat Fest in Daly City (see page
17) to do the mass mailing, working from
11AM to 5 PM, and stopping only for a quick
Pizza lunch. They folded more than 3000
flyers and licked over 2000 stamps.
Now, we just have to wait to see how
successful this mail campaign will turn out.
Let’s hope that Don has to order a whole lot
of Hock Tee shirts!

Photo ©2001 Jeff Louie

By Hermann Luechinger

John Dixon
Hermann Luechinger
Scott Gordon
Al Papp
John Franicevich
Gail Hudson

Bruce Liu
Lisa Liu

Jeff Louie

The HardBat Post Office

See flyer at: http://www.usatt.org/organization/committees/hardbat/hardbat_nationals_2001.pdf
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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Portrait of a Champion:

ANGELICA ROZEANU

The greatest there ever was

How good was she?
Angelica Rozeanu
won an astounding
six consecutive
World Singles titles
(1950-1955),
a feat never equaled
in either men’s or
women’s play.

Introduction and comments by Lorin Benedict
Editor’s note about the
letters:
The first letter, originally in French, and the main
letter following it, originally in Romanian, were
translated into English by
my Romanian colleague
Catalin Spataru. Unfortunately, his English was in
need of further translation, which I therefore
attempted. I take full
responsibility for any inaccuracies or misinterpretations that a third-hand
account is bound to produce.

N

ow that we have finally crowned a
female Hardbat Champion, it seems
fitting to reflect upon the life and accomplishments of the greatest female hardbatter of them all, quite possibly the greatest
female table tennis player of all time,
Angelica Rozeanu.
How good was she? Rozeanu won an
astounding six consecutive World Singles
titles, (1950-1955), a feat never equaled in
either men’s or women’s play. She also
won three World Women’s Doubles titles
(with Farkas in 1953, and Zeller in 1955 and
1956), and three World Mixed Doubles
titles (with Vana in 1951 and Sido in 1952
and 1953). She led the Romanian Women’s
Team to victory in five World Championships over the span of seven years, 19501956 (they were bested by Japan in 1952
and 1954). All told, she was a 17-time
World Champion!!! (Eat your heart out,
Deng Yaping.) Add to this the European

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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Championship crowns, countless other
international firsts, and an unbroken string
of wins in the Women’s Singles event at
the Romanian National Championships
from 1936 (when she was 14 years old) to
1957! She was truly a champion among
champions.
Rozeanu’s style was that of an all-out
retriever; a chopper par excellence who
seemed never to miss. Many of you have
likely seen footage of her doubles play on
Gusikoff ’s Legends video. Those who have
will undoubtedly remember a particularly
fantastic point. You know the one I mean...
it’s the highlight of the whole highlight
video. A select few of you may even have
seen her play in the flesh. For those who
haven’t, we include a letter to Mrs.
Rozeanu penned by an obviously smitten
French sports broadcaster in 1954, and sent
more recently by Rozeanu herself to our
own Marty Reisman for perusal. We reprint it here with her permission. To the
Classic TT history buffs: Try to identify the
tournament in question.

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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Paris, 01/14/1954
To Mrs. Angelica Rozeanu,
Ping-pong World Champion
Madam,
Thank you and Linda Wertl for the splendid show that you gave us yesterday
at Coubertin stadium, a show at which we were most enthusiastic and amazed!
Since table tennis has reached this level, it is no longer a sport, there is no
longer a winner, nor a loser, it has become Art (in the true sense of the word)
and we have witnessed pure Beauty.
What exciting moments you made us live through. What a celebration for our
eyes!
We couldn’t wish for the success of one of you without feeling unjust toward
the other! And the victory of your adversary, even if deserved, was a gross injustice to you! Only blind fate determined the choice of the winner. However,
despite the fantastic strokes of Linda Wertl, despite her magnificent effort, her
obstinacy, her ceaseless attack, her aggressiveness without equal, despite her
immense joy when the final result was announced, I secretly wished for your
triumph. Seeing you returning balls, unbelievable returns for anyone, I thought
that you deserved the victory.
What a style! What confidence! What grace in the movements formed in
flashes with precision! What a great lesson you gave to all of us, and how much
the game Roothoft-Flisberg paled compared to your Homeric combat.
You both have delighted us this memorable evening. But you charmed us
forever, dear Angelica Rozeanu, genius of feminine ping-pong! Once again
thank you, and come back often!
Please receive our gratitude and our boundless admiration.
Rene Imbert
French Radio-system - Television

© 2000 A. Rozeanu
Such glowing tribute paints a picture of a woman on top of the world. Yet her life during
these times was very difficult, to say the least. For years, Angelica Rozeanu has declined to
speak about her life in table tennis. Last year, she sent Marty Reisman the letter starting on
page 12, which serves as a brief autobiography. With much appreciation and humility, we
present it to you here, with their permission.

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

11

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

Dear Marty,
As I promised to you, I’ll try to tell you some stories from my life. As I
told you before, I can’t give too many details. It’s painful for me when
I remember certain facts.
I was born in Bucharest on October 15th, 1921 to a bourgeois family.
When I was born, my father was a rich man, but by the time I reached
the age of 16 he had lost most of the fortune. We remained with a
vineyard and a wine cellar and from this a 4-person family was living
pretty comfortably. I had a brother Gaston Adelstein (I was born Adelstein too) who taught me how to play table tennis. When I was 8 and a
half years old I came down sick with scarlet fever and while in convalescence, my brother came home with bats, balls and a net (to entertain me, he was 7 and a half years older than me). After a while he
bought a regulation table (we had a big empty room) and there I started to play. After a while, the ‘Imca’ club moved in across the street
from our house and they organized summer tournaments. I went
there with a (girl) friend and I was so little that I barely reached the
table. The boys who were playing there started to laugh when they
saw I was so little, but when I started to play they changed their
minds. I participated in summer competitions and I came in 3rd, then
2nd and finally 1st place.
Our vineyard is in Nartesti village; it was seized in 1939-40. I made a
request to re-enter it and claim its possessions, but still no answer.
When I was 12 and a half years old I won the Romanian Cup (seniors, that time there were no junior competitions), but I lost the final
of the National Championship (in the third and final game) after I led
by 1-0 and 20-16 and then I thought I would never be a national champion.
My grandfather was also a rich man and he left behind him an estate
in Cadrilater, near Balcic, which in 1939-1940 was taken by Bulgaria. I
have all the papers I need both from the vineyard and the estate. Several years ago we sent a lawyer to Sofia to ask for our estate, but we
lost the suit, the Bulgarians saying that they had an agreement with

© 2000 A. Rozeanu
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Romania. But this is private property. So in this way both our vineyard
and our estate were stolen. I can’t enter into a lawsuit; I don’t have
enough money for this, but this problem really bother me.
Unfortunately my parents died a long time ago, my father at 57 of a
heart attack. My mother was suffering since she was young (with
“stenoza mitrala”). She died in Romania after I left, and my brother
Gaston emigrated to Montreal, Canada and died in 1983. The last time
I saw him was in 1972 when he visited me here.
I first won the Romanian Championship in 1936 and I held it until
1957 (except for the period 1940-1944, when I was banned in Romania
to even enter in a sport gym). Our fortune was taken, and sport was
forbidden. In this period we lived by selling the carpets from our
house (we had many silk Persians) and my mother and grandmother’s
jewels. In order to have spare money I knit pull–overs for artists.
The first time I participated in a world championship was in 1936 in
Prague (I was 14 years old). I advanced two rounds and I was impressed by Ruth Aarons (American) who won the championship and
by Victor Barna with whom I became friends and who played mixed
doubles with me at Csegled at the Hungarian International Championship. There I won an international competition for the first time. In
1937 at the World Championships in Baden bei Wien, I lost a very close
match to Trude Pritzi who advanced to the final with Aarons. Both of
them were disqualified (there was no world champion that year). I
came in 3rd place in mixed doubles together with Cibi Eros.
In 1938 I was not allowed to go to the World Championships held in
London (the Goga-Cuza government was in power in Romania).
In 1939, I lost in Cairo to Depetrisova who won the title (in five sets,
22-20 with a net-dribbler) and I was in the women’s doubles final with
Sari Szasz and finished second place or third -I don’t remember exactly
- in teams. After this there was a break; Jews weren’t allowed about in
public places (just when I turned 18). During this time I played a little
tennis, no table tennis, and being young we were having fun at home
(parties and playing cards). After that the German bombardments
started and I lived in terror. Known Jews were killed at the slaughter-

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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houses. I would be walking in the street and people would ask:
Where are you going to play now? It’s hard to reflect on that depressing period.
When the war ended I got married to Lulu Rozeanu and in 1945 I
gave birth to Mihaela (Miki), today a 55-year-old electrical engineer
at ‘Elbit Computers’ in Haifa. Life was very hard and in 1948 my husband decided to leave the country (at that time there were people
who specialized in taking you across the borders). We went to Arad
and my husband got arrested and he stayed several months in prison. They let me and Miki free (she was 2 and a half years old). We
came back to Bucharest and we didn’t have any money at all. When
my husband was set free he started to work as an English translator,
and a friend of mine Marcel Vlaicu who was vice president of sport
opened a training center for table tennis and he let me coach, so that
I had the means to buy food. Once a friend asked me to do a table
tennis demonstration at the ‘Free Romania’ newspaper. Nicolae Belu,
the chief editor of Free Romania who was also a big sports fan, saw
me playing. He liked how I played and offered me a job at the newspaper as a sports editor, and this is what I did for years. I was not well
regarded by the others because we had tried to leave the country and
this is why I didn’t receive a visa for going abroad. In 1950 the World
Championships were held in Budapest and I was allowed to participate. I sent you the record of my performance so you know what
happened next. During all this time at all the World Championships I
was not allowed to talk to anyone. If I had, I would have been
banned to participate in any subsequent championship immediately.
This is why I was very reserved and gave the impression that I was
aloof, that I was not sociable, that I didn’t speak foreign languages,
etc. During this time I had good relations with Barna, Sido, Farkas,
Andreadis, Vana, Dolinar, and Trude Pritzi (who helped me leave
Romania), but I always had a guardian nearby.
In 1957 (after being 17 times World Champion) in Stockholm I lost
the team final and I took first place in women’s doubles. When I
came back, four people succeeded in moving me away from table

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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tennis. They canceled my appointment as a federal coach (they let
me have a club coach position, which means nothing), they didn’t
renew my license as emeritus master of sport, they didn’t send me
to international competitions, and they didn’t invite me to participate in the Romanian International Championships. In other words,
they treated me like I was nothing. When I returned from the Tokyo
World Championships in 1956, I received a car as a gift (at that time
normal people didn’t own cars), while two years later they tried to
destroy me. I was not granted the right to visit with anyone of importance. I didn’t know what to do. I was lucky; one day I met Gheorghiu Dej [n.t.: the president of Romania at that time] (on women’s
day I got an invitation to the opera where he was having tea with us
women) and I told him what had happened to me. He was astonished and he apologized for not granting me a visit (he was not told
I had requested to see him) and the whole time he asked me if I had
problems with Security. I told him that I didn’t know anything;
maybe someone had lied about me. He talked to me very nicely,
and told me to go home. I told him that my husband wants to leave
the country and maybe this is why I have troubles. He told me to
get divorced and then he would allow him to leave. And this is how
it happened; my husband left and I started to play again. I went to
Moscow as a team leader and player and to the European Championships in Budapest and Prague. But after a two–year break it is not
the same anymore, even if you play well, you lose confidence (for
two years I didn’t play at all, not even to train). However I succeeded in winning the women’s doubles in Budapest and Zagreb and I
got to the finals of mixed doubles.
In Zagreb in 1960 I asked my friend Trude Pritzi to send me an
invitation to go visit her with my daughter in Vienna. I received the
invitation and the approval for travel. In Vienna I made the very
hard decision to not go back to the country where I was born. I did
it for the freedom of my child. I left everything in Bucharest, a
house filled with many belongings, a new car, all the prizes and gifts
received in the glory years, and I left for Israel.

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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The beginning in Israel was very difficult. Not knowing the language, without money, without friends. But if you are willing, you
overcome all obstacles. I was not given a normal position in table
tennis. The players were against me, they couldn’t stand it when a
non-Israeli got attention, and when I won “kinus hapoel” they
were against me. If I hadn’t had a strong character I wouldn’t
have been able to stand it. My daughter worked at Elbit Computers and I worked there also. In 1969 Elbit was a very small factory,
today it has thousands of employees. I worked there 13 and a half
years and then I retired. I have scheduled my life so that I am
busy all the time, so as not to think of what happened in the past,
because it doesn’t make me feel well. I hope that after I write you
all of this, it won’t bring too much more of it back to me.
Today I have four grandchildren: two boys Ilan and Ofir, bridge
champions and electrical engineers, both graduated from Technion Magna cum laude; two girls, Orly who finished a sort of architecture degree, and Efrat Efi (17 years old). I also have a
great-grandson: Inbar, 12 years old.
Dear Marty I hope that this biography is sufficient for you; everything is much more involved, but this is it.
I hope to have the courage to go to Osaka and then I’ll tell you
more, if I am in good health.
My best regards, compliments to your wife,
Angelica
PS: In 1948 I received the ‘National Prize for Sport’ from Dr. Petru
Groza, the president of Romania. In 1953 I received the title of
‘Emeritus Master of Sport’. Between 1950-1955 I was decorated
with ‘Order of Labor’, class 1, 2 and 3. When I left, I lost my Romanian citizenship and all the rights to titles and decorations. Several
years ago I asked for my citizenship back and I received it (also
this way I was able to ask for the return of my properties, but it
didn’t help).

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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HardBat Rules... Really
By Hermann Luechinger

T

he Daly City TT Club may be the first club in the world to
set aside tables for hardbat play. Richard Hernandez, Daly City
club organizer, has started a hardbat program, with the help of John
Franicevich and Scott Gordon, in which four tables are set aside for
exclusive hardbat play each Sunday from noon to 5 PM. Sponge
players are welcome on these tables by invitation only!
The DCTTC has a Sunday program in the morning for seniors
and group coaching for juniors, with open play in the afternoon.
These programs AND the hardbat play were covered in a 12minute segment on TV (Ch 34) several times at the end of September. To top it off (eat your heart out Larry Hodges), part of a
clipboard match between Lorin Benedict and Al Papp was shown
too. That has to be another world’s first.
The first Sunday of each month is designated as Hardbat Fest
when the Bay Area hardbatters will make a special effort to get
together.
The first Hardbat Fest was in June. It served as a dry run to
gauge interest. And interest there was — everybody was for
establishing this program.
Drop-ins are welcome. There is a $6.-- charge if you are not a
club member. Waiting times are usually short — you get a lot of
playing time. See you in Daly City!

HardBat Center
of the Universe
Daly City

Photo ©2001 Jeff Louie

First HardBat Fest
Daly City, June 2001

Scott Gordon

Tate Anderson John Franicevich
Bruce Liu Lorin Benedict
Jeff Louie
Hermann Luechinger Joanna Rae Sanchez Al Papp
Matt Cary

Daly City War Memorial Gymnasium
6655 Mission Street
Daly City, CA
Sundays, Noon to 5 PM
Web: www.nctt.com

Cliff Stein
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Hardbat Results (2001)
July

US OPEN (Ft. Lauderdale, FL)
F:
SF:
QF:

Lily Yip def. Alexis Perez (11,15,18)
Yip def. Freddie Gabriel (19,11,18)
Perez def. Ty Hoff (14,18,9)
Yip def. Larry Hodges
Perez def. John Jarema
Gabriel def. Steve Berger
Hoff def. Rudy Miranda
Doubles:
Hodges/Hoff def. Tahl Leibovitz/Berger (19, -17, 19)
U2000:
F:
Lorin Benedict def. Simon Jacobson (17, 22)
SF: Benedict def. Bozorgzadeh
Jacobson def. McDermot
Gusikoff Benefit: Div.1 : Lily Yip def. Larry Clipboard
Div. 2: Ed Ball def. Don Varian

June

Miklejohn Seniors (CA)
F:
SF:

New Jersey State Championship

Xin Peng def. Rudy Miranda
Peng def. D.G. VanDoren
Miranda def. Ralph Stadelman

Matthew Murad Memorial (MD)
F:

May

March

F:

Tajudeen Oshodi def. Robert Mayer

March Madness (Canton, OH)

Don Jackson def. Jamey Hall

F:

Fair Lawn (NY)
F:

5th: Rhoda Samkoff

Lone Star Open (TX)

Kai Lenters def. Siegfried Porsch
Lenters def. Willi Maatmann
Porsch def. Rudi Knospe

Arkansas Closed
F:

Ashu Jain
John Jarema
Barry Dattel
Brian Farkas

Ty Hoff def. Larry Hodges

Nordhorn Brettchen Open
Germany
F:
SF:

1st:
2nd:
3rd::
4th:

Bob Cordell def. Roy Schlabach

Sacramento (CA)

Lily Lip def. Barry Dattel

F:

Freddie Gabriel def. Avishy Schmidt

Buckeye Open (Columbus, OH)
F:

John Tannehill def. Dan Seemiller

Victorian
SF: Tannehill def. Larry Hodges
Seemiller def. Keith Evans
QF: Tannehill def. Ashu Jain,
Seemiller def. Wally Green,

February

Orlando Winter Open (FL)
F:

January

Hodges def. George Cooper,
Evans def. Curt Newton

Keith Evans def. Simon Jacobson

Cleveland Open (OH)

Sacramento (CA)

F:

F:

Mark Hazinski def. Mark Nordby
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Freddie Gabriel def. Avishy Schmidt
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???

Who is it?
Pray, tell,
do you recognize this celebrity?

Who was it?

He’s
making
his
move...

Last issue’s
celebrity:

Chess
Grand Master
Bobby Fisher

TOP 25 Hardbat Ratings (8/2001)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

2531
2522
2503
2498
2475
2430
2423
2410
2392
2346
2341
2337
2332
2327

TX
GA
OH
NJ
NY
GA
KY
TX
MD
NJ
CA
NY
CA
IN

Subonj, Viktorian
Peng, Xin
Tannehill, John
Yip, Lily
Perez, Alexis
Hoff, Ty
Brazzell, Donald
Oshodi, Tajudeen
Masters, Brian
Rabinovich, Boris
Ngo, Loc Bao
Berger, Steve
Gabriel, Freddie
Seemiller, Daniel

15 2294
MD
Hodges, Larry
16 2285
GA
May, Derek
17 2252
NJ
Jain, Ashu
18 2229
TX
Bennett, Hector
19 2222
CA
Lim, Philip
20 2220
OH
Schlabach, Roy Jr
21 2215
NY
Leibovitz, Tahl
22 2211
NJ
Rabinovich, Alex
23 2200
CA
Miranda, Rudy
24 2198
MA
Chui, Lim Ming
25 2195
NY
Reisman, Marty
For the complete UHRL standings,
visit www.hardbat.com.
Ratings courtesy of Scott Gordon.
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V
Viktorian
Subonj
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HOCK
TABLE TENNIS CO.

Championship Equipment
since 1951

Hock Table Tennis Co.
2600 Varian Road
Wooster, OH 44691

Classic Hardbat News
1713 Railroad Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550

Larry Hodges
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